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“But the cosmological argument is founded on the assumption that everything re-
quires a cause, yet ends in the conclusion that at least one thing (God) does not re-
quire a cause. The argument seems to be self-contradictory”. God, p.37.
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“Every event .... requires a cause. There cannot be an infinite chain of causes, so
there must be afirst cause of everything. This cause is God”. God, p.33.
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“Even granted the consmogical argument so far-that the universe must have a cause
there is a longical difficulty in attributing that cause to God, for it could then be

asked 'What caused God? The response is usually 'God does not need a cause. Heis
a necessary being, whose cause is to be round within himself, .Moreover if oneis =
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= prepared to concede that something -God- can exist without an external cause,
why go that far along the chain? Why can't the universe exist without am external
cause? Does it require any greater suspension of disbelief to suppose that the Uni-
verse exists without a cause than to suppose that God causes Himself?" God. p.37-38.
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“1f we stop and go no farther (than God), why go so far? Why not stop at the materi-
al world? ... By supposing it to contain the principle of its order within itself, we
really assert it to be God”. God, p.48.
YTV o e ()
“For, it is claimed, everything must have a cause, and so there must be a cause of the
Universe that is in essence 'other' than the Universe. However, the logic of this argu-
ment is not very compelling. Anyone who can live with the Deity as an uncaused
cause can surely live with the Universe itself as the uncaused cause’. World, p.227.
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“Consider the above assertion 'every object that comes into existence has been pro-
duced by something; What if the object has never come into existence, but has a-
ways existed? ... Does it mean anything to ask whether an eternally existing object-
one which at no time did not exist-has a cause?’ God, p.33-34.
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(1) Occasionalists.



