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= or Scholars?

“Now it is the time to awake.’’
~Romans 13:11

Volume XXXVIII

Brooklyn N.Y., September 8, 1957

Number 17

50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a young man purchased a

King James Version Bible thinking it
was without error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine
he came across an article entitled “The
Truth About the Bible,” which said that
“as early as 1720, an English authority
estimated that there were at least 20,000
errors in the two editions of the New
Testament commonly read by Protestants

- and Catholics. Modern students say there

are probably 50,000 errors.” The young
man was shocked. His faith in the Bible’s
authenticity was shaken. “How can the
Bible be reliable when it contains thou-
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu-
racies?” he asks.

Bear in mind that the author’s purpose
in presenting the material that appeared
in Look, February 26, 1952, was to show
why an intensive study of ancient manu-
scripts has been undertaken by scholars.
Hence his article deals with the errors that
have crept into the Bible text, rather than
the general reliability of the text. He cites
the most outstanding errors and, by stat-
ing that some students claim the King
James Version has 50,000 errors, he leaves
the impression that 50,000 such serious
errors occur in the Bible, which, of course,

is not true. Most of these so-called errors

have been corrected by modern translators.
The remaining discrepancies are of an ex-
tremely minor nature, which do not appre-

S
SEPTEMBER 6. 1957 > 7

ciably affect the authenticity of the Bible
text. IDCES 1T WeT?

The article begins with a question:
“How accurate is the Holy Bible that we
read today?” But throughout his entire
article the author never answers that ques-
tion. But if he had, he would have had to
answer that as a whole the Bible is accu-
rate, true and authentic. )

But what about the owher points the
article raises, such as, “Was there really,
in Jesus’ time, an adulteress whose accus-
ers were sternly told, ‘He that is without
sin among you, let him first cast a stone
at her’ . . . ? Did Jesus really say, *Go ye
mto all the world and preach the Gos-
pel . . . " or ‘He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved' . . . ? Did St. John
himself write the reference to the Holy
Trinity attributed to him? From informa-
tion modern scholars have developed, the
answer to each question is probably ‘No.” ”
Here again, the author of the article, Hart-
zell Spence, is only partly correct.

The passage, “He that is without sin
among you, let him first cast a stone at
her” is_not found in several of the older
manuscripts of the Bible. The New World
Translation of the Bible sets aside the first
eleven verses from the rest of the text of
John chapter eight. It is given as a foot-
note, which shows that the Sinaitic manu-
script, the Vatican MS. No. 1209 and the
Sinaitic Syriac codex do not contain these
words. Keep in mind that the Sinaitic and
the Vatican No. 1209 manuscripts are two
of the oldest in existence, dating from the
fourth century. These verses are found in
the Codex Bezae of the sixth century, the
Latin Vulgate of the fourth and fifth cen-
turies and the Jerusalem Syriac version of
the sixth century. But since the oldest
Greek manuscripts do not contain these
verses their origin is doubtful.—John 8:7.

~What about the next point, “Did Jesus
really say, ‘Go ye into all the world and

25
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“THERE IS PROBABLY IN THE WORLD NO OTHER BOOK WHICH HAS REMAINED

TWELVE CENTURIES (now fifteen) WITH SO PURE A TEXT ”. (SIR WILLIAM MUIR).
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Sir Willian Muir, The Life of Mohamet — 3s—ess e dall 0 e 58S 44 (DY) 3 auldll <l (1)
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“R. BOSWORTH-SMITH in his book “MOHAMED AND MOHAMMEDANISM” opines
about the Qur’an As “A MIRACLE OF PURITY OF STYLE, OF WISDOM AND OF
TRUTH”.
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Another Englishman — A.J. ARBERRY in his preface to his translation of the Holy
Qur’an says “WHENEVER | HEAR THE QUR’AN CHANTED IT ISAS THOUGH
| AM LISTENING TO MUSIC,72! UNDERNEATH THE FLOWING MELODY

THERE IS SOUNDING ALL THE TIME THE INSISTENT BEAT OF A DRUM, IT
ISLIKE THE BEATING OF MY HEART.

i aa i dtedie b "JESH @l gaale jle eyl Cl) 5 (ol e J el
lda ;i Al L) gual Al 5 ALSTY AN B i) A ghand) Al : o 6l
SIAD daa i Jd DY) Guiel Uy yl) ColS) 1aa g ¢ "B jalad) B gddll 5 oLl (Ll
- Dosay o DLy aslie) Jid Ll Ay Gl Ja g u Y ST
And Yet another Briton, MARMADUKE PICKTHALL in the foreword to his
tranglation of the Holy Qur’an describes it as “THAT INIMITABLE SYMPHONY,
THE VERY SOUNDS OF WHICH MOVE MEN TO TEARS AND ECSTASY”. This

man embraced Islam before translating the Qur’an, and we are not in a position to

verify whether he felt the above effect before or after his conversion to Islam.
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GIBBON: The master historian in his “DECLINE AND FALL OF THE ROMAN
EMPIRE” opines about Islam and the Qur’an: “THE CREED OF MOHAMMAD IS
FREE FROM THE SUSPICIONS OF AMBIGUITY, AND THE QUR’AN IS A
GLORIOUSTESTIMONY TO THE UNITY OF GOD”.
Jd=ay Aals' 10! sabe 5 JUa) 4l 4 "dY I ule g a3 J Gl
| sty O g Conaioy (el g lgaudi dalall QBB (e pdilae Cigua A 1368
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THOMAS CARLYLE, one of the greatest thinkers of the past century in his
“HEROES AND HERO WORSHIP” under the rubric “The Hero as Prophet”,
exclaims about the Message of Muhammad: “THE WORD OF SUCH A MAN IS A
VOICE DIRECT FROM NATURE’S OWN HEART. MEN DO AND MUST
LISTEN TO THAT AS TO NOTHING ELSE, ALL ELSE IS WIND IN

COMPARISON”. In other words, “al else is hot air, rubbish in comparison to what
this man Mohammad istalking”.
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‘FOUR YEARS AFTER THE DEATH OF JUSTINIAN, 569, A.D. WAS
BORN AT MACCA, IN ARABIA THE MAN WHO, OF ALL MEN EXERCISED
THE GREATEST INFLUENCE UPON THE HUMAN RACE MOHAMMED...”

JOHN WILLIAM DRAPPPER M. D., LLD., A “HISTORY OF THE INTELLENCTUAL
DEVELOPMENT OF EUROPE’, LONDON 1875, VOL. 1, PP. 329 — 330.
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(JOHN AUSTIN, “IN LITTLE MORE THAN A YEAR HE WAS ACTUALLY THE

SPRITUAL, NOMINAL AND TEMPORAL RULER OF MEDINA, WITH HIS

HANDS ON THE LEVER THAT WAS TO SHAKE THE WORLD”. (MUHAMMAD

THE PROPHET OF ALLAH, ‘IN T.P. ‘S AND CASSEL’S WEEKLY FOR 24™
SEPTEMBER 1927).
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MICHAEL H. HART, described as an American astronomer, historian and
mathematician has just published a book of 572 pages, entitled “THE 100”, or “THE
TOP 100” OR “the greatest 100 in history” After scrutinizing the men ( and women )
in history from Adam until today, he selects his one hundred of the most influential
men in history. He puts Muhummed THE TOPMOST OF HIS 100. the strange thing

about his list is that he places his own LORD and Saviour, Jesus Christ, in the third
position, while Paule in the Sixth.
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JULES MASSERMAN, Untied States psychoanalyst in the <TIME> Magazine of july
15, 1974 , in his contribution to specia section on <WHERE ARE THE LEADERS>?
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Finally concludes his finding after analysing the varios great men of history:
<PERHAPS THE GREATEST LEADER OF ALL TIMES WAS MOHAMMED>.
and as ajew, He puts his own hero , the Holy Propher Moses , <A CLOSE SECOND>.
Jesus and Buddha are really outclassed !! .
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LAMARTINE, The French Historian, in his “HISTORY OF THE TURKS”
summarises his magnificent tribute to Muhummed in these words. “PHILOSOPHER,
ORATOR, APOSTLE, LEGISLATOR, WARRIOR, CONQUEROR OF OLD
IDEAS, THE RESTORER OF RATIONAL BELIEFS, OF A CULT WITHOUT
IMAGES; THE FOUNDER OF TWENTY TERRESTRIAL EMPIRES AND ONE
SPIRITUAL EMPIRE- THAT IS MUHAMMAD. WITH REGARDS ALL
STANDARDS WHEREBY HUNAM GREATNESS MAY BE MEASURED, WE
MAY WELL ASK, “IS THERE A MAN GREATER THAN HE?’ Lamartine has

answered his own question in the question itself by implication, that “NO MAN IS
GREATER THAN HE!”.
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“THE LIES WHICH WELL MEANING ZEAL HAS HEAPED ROUND THIS
MAN (Muhummed) ARE DISGRACEFUL TO OURSELVES ONLY".
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By afortune aboslutly uniqure in History Mohammed is a three founder of a nation, of
an empire, and of areligion .
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“1 have studied him — This wonderful man and in my opinion far from being an
abti — christ — he must be caled the savior — our of humanity”.
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In the person of the prophet of Islam the world has seen this rerest phenomenon

on earth working in flesh and blood.
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“Mohammed was the most successful of all religious personalities’.
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.Mohammed and Mohammadanism. 1946 <xs 2y —117 o TheChoice <€ e (1)
.Thegenuinelslam (e <117 (= — el juadl (2)

The prophet of ISlam «cla 2aY dlel Jaadl ge DLy 8 o (3)

11" Edition Encyclopaedia Britannica. P. 117 (4)
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